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SEN.ATE.

53D CONGRESS, }
3d Session.

REPORT
{

No. 983.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

FEBRUARY

23, 1895.-0rdered to be printed.

Mr. MITOHELL, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Military Affairs,
submitted the following

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 962.]

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill
(H. R. 962) for the relief of Capt. Ceran St. Vrain's company of New
Mexico Mounted Volunteers, having considered the same, report:
.
This is a case, the history of which is fully set forth in the report by
the House committee (No. 675, Fifty-third Congress, second session),
which r~port is_herewith appended and made~ part of this report.
Your committee concur in the conclusions of the House committee
and recommend the passage of the bill.
S, Rep. 2-2:i
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House Report No. 675, Fifty-third Congress, second session.

Mr.

JOSEPH,

from the Committee on Military Affairs, submitted the
.· following

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 962.]

The Committee on Military Affairs to whom was referred the bill
(H. R. 962) for the relief of Capt. Ceran St. Vrain's Company of New
Mexico Mounted Volunteers, having had the same under consideration,
report as follows :
The records of the War Department show that this company was
organized by Capt. Ceran St. Vrain, of Sante Fe, N. Mex., on January
23, 1847, and remained in service until February 20, 1847. It was organized under the authority of the colonel commanding the United
States forces in New Mexico. At this time Gen. Kearney had taken
possession of New Mexico in the name of the United States, but an
insurrection against the authority of the United States occurred in the
Taos district. The governor of the Territory and a large number of
the inhabitants of the town of Taos who sympathized with the United
States were killed. The colonel then in command of the army at Santa
Fe proceeded with all his available men to suppress this insurrectic,n.
As an aid in this object, he authorized the organization of a company
of volunteers by Capt. Ceran St. V rain, and they performed valuable
service in suppressing the outbreak. They were never recognized by
the War Department as in the United States service, on account of
want of authority in the then commanding colonel to order their organization and muster. The necessity for their organization exi ted
and he could not have obtained authority from the War Department
in t ime to make them available in the suppression of said insurrection.
The meritorious character of their services is fully set forth in the
annexed report of the War Department. As they rendered service of
g!'eat val?-e under the only possible authority they should be retOO'mz d a m t he United States service. The Secretary of War recommends the gr anting of relief. The report of the War Department i
appended wi~h a ro ter of the company.
The COIDIIll tee t herefore recommend the :passage of the bill.
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War Department report- in the case of Capt. Ceran St. Vrain's company of New Mexico
Mounted Volunteer~.
RECORD AND PENSION DIVISION,

March 15, 1892.
There are no official records of this company on file in this Department.
The services of the company are found mentioned in a report of Col. Sterling Price,
Second Missouri Volunteers, commanding United States forces in New Mexico, a'n.d
letter of Rufus Ingalls, second lieutenant, First Dragoons, extracts of which are as
follows:
HEADQUARTERS ARMY IN NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, February 15, 1847.
Sm: I have the honor to i,ubmit to you a short account of the revolution in this
Territory, and a detailed report of the operations of the forces under my comman<l.,
and consequent upon the rebellion.

*

*

*

*

On the 23d of January I marched from this place at the head of * * ,. and a
company of Santa Fe volunteers commanded by Qapt. St. Vrain. * * *
On the 24th of January, at half-past l p. m., our advance (Capt. St. Vrain's company) discovered the enemy in considerable force near the town of Canada. * * *
Tho enemy discovering the wagons to be more than a mile in the rear, sent a large
party to cut them off; and it became necessary to detach Capt. St. Vrain's company
for their protection.
This service was rendered in the most satisfactory manner. So soon as the wagon
train had been brought up, I ordered Capt. Angney to charge with his battalion of
infantry, and dislodge the enemy from the house opposite the right flank, and from
which a warm fire was being poured on us; this was done in the most gallant manner; a charge was then ordered to ue made upon all the points occupied by the enemy
in any force. Capt. Angney with his command, supported by Lieut. White's company, charged up one hill, while Capt. St. Vrain's company turned the same in order
to cut off the enemy when in retreat. * * *
On the 29th I marched to La Ioya, where I learned that a party of sixty or eighty
of the enemy had posted themselves on the steep slopes of the mountains which rise
on each side of the ca.non or gorge which leads to Embudo. Finding the road by
Embudo impracticable for artillery or wagons, I detached Capt. Burgwin in that direction wi tlt his own company of dragoons and the companies Mmmanded by Capt.
St. Vrain and Lieut. White. This detachment comprised one hundred and eighty
rank and tile.
By my permission, Adjutant R. Walker, Second Regiment Missouri Mounted Volunteers, accompanied Capt. Burgwin. Lieut. Wilson, First Dragoons, also volunteered his services as a private in Capt. St. Vrain's company.
Capt. Burgwin, pushiug forward, discoveretl the enemy, to the number of between.
six and seven hundred, posted on the sides of the mountains, just where the gorge.
becomes so contracted as scarcely to admit of the passage of three men marching
abreast.
The rapid slopes of the mountains rendered the enemy's position very strong; and
its strength was increased by the dense. masses of cedar and large fragments of rock
which everywhere offered -them shelter.
The action was commenced by Capt. St. Vrain, who, dismounting his men, ascended the mountain on the lef~, doing much execution. Flanking parties were
thrown out on either side commanded, respectively, by Lieut. White, Second Regiment Missouri Mounted Volunteers, and by Lieuts. Mcllvane and Taylor, First
Dragoons.
·
'
These parties ascended the bills rapidly, and .the enemy soon began to retire in
the direction of Embudo, bounding along the steep and rugged sides of the mountains with a speed that defied pursuit. * * *
Capt. Burgwin marched through the defile, and debouching into the open valley
in which Embudo is situated recalled the :flanking parties, and entered that town
without opposition, several persons meeting him with a white flag.
Our loss in thiH action was one man killed and one severely wounded, both belonging to Capt. St. Vrain's company. The loss of the enemy was about twenty killerl
and sixty wounded.
·
Thus ended the battle of the Pass of Embudo. * * *
On the 31st I reached Trampas, and, being joined by Capt. Burgwin, marched on ·
to Chamisal with the whole command. On the 1st of February we reached summit
of the Taos mountain, which was covered with snow to the depth of 2 feet; and on
t~e.in2d quartered at a small village called Rio Chicito, in the entrance of the valley
of .taos.
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The marches of the 1st and 2d were through Jeep snow. Many of the men were
frost-bitten, and all were very much jaded with the exertions necessary to travel
over 1m beaten road, ·being marched in front of the artillery and wagons in order to
break a road through the snow. The constancy and patience with which the troops
bore these hardships deserve all commendation, and can not be excelled by the most
veteran soldiers. Ou the 3d I marched through Don Fernando de Taos, and :finding
that the enemy had fortified themselves in the Pueblo de Taos, proceeded to that
place. I found it a place of great strength, being surrounded by adobe walls and
strong pickets. Within the inclosure and near the northern and southern walls
arose two l:~rge buildings of irregular pyramidal form to the height of seven or eight
storieR. Rn.ch of these buildings was ca,p able of sheltering five or six hundred men.
Besides these there were many smaller buildings, and the large church of the town
was situated in the northwestern angle, a small passage being left between it and
the outer wall. The . exterior wall and all the inclosed buildings were pierced for
ri:fles. The town was admirably calculated for defense, every point of the exterioi:
walls and pickets being flauked by some projecting building, as will be seen from
the in-closed drawing.
·
After having reconnoitered the town, I selected the western flank of the church as
the point of attack, and about 2 o'clock p. m. Lieut. Dyer was ordered to open his
battery at the <list:mce of about 150 yards. A fire was kept up by the 6-ponnder and
the howitzers for about two hours and a half~ when, as the ammunition wagon h.ad
not yet come np, and the troops were suffering from cold and fatigue, I returned to
Don Fernando. Early on the morning of the 4th I again advanced upon Pueblo.
Posting the dragoons under Capt. Burgwin about 260 yards from the western flank
of the church, I ordered the mounted men under Capts. St. Vrains and Slack to a,
position on the opposite side of the town, whence they could discover and intercept
any fngitiYes who might attemp to escape toward the mountains or in the <lirection
of Don Fernando.
The residue of the troops took ground about 300 yards from the northern wall.
Here, too, Lieut. Dyer established himself with the 6-pounder and two howitzers,
while Lieut. Hassandaubel, of Maj. Clark's battalion light artillery, remained with
Capt. Burgwin, in command of two howitzers. By this arrangement a cross-fire was
obtained, sweepimg the front and eastern flank of the church.
All these arrangements having been made, the batteries opened upon the town at
9 o'clock A. M. At 11 o'clock, :finding it impossible to breach the walls of the church
with the 6-pounder and howitzers, I determined to storm that building. Ata signal,
Capt. Burgwin, at the head of his own company and that of Capt. McMillan's, charged
the western flank of the church, while Capt. Angney, Infantry Battalion, and Capt.
Barbee and Lieut. Boon, Secon<l Regiment Missouri Mounted Volunteers, charged the
northern wall. As soon as the troops above mentioned had established themselves
under the western wall of the church, axes were used in the attempt to breach it;
an d, a temporary ladder h aving been made, the roof was fired. About this time
Capt. Burgwin, at the head of a small party, left the cover afforded by the flank of
the chnrch and, penetrating into the corral in front of that building, endeavored to
force the door. In this exposed situation, Capt. Burgwin received a severe wound
which deprived me of his valuable services, and of which be died on the 7th instant.
Lieuts. Mcllvaine, First Dragoons, and Royall and Lackland, Second Regiment
Mounted Volunteers, accompanied Capt. Burgwin into the corral; but the attempt
on the church door proved fruitless and they were compelled to retire behind the
wall.
In the meantime small holes bad been cut into the western wall and shells were
thrown in by hand, doing good execution . The 6-pounder was now brought around
by Lieut. Wilson, who, at the distance of 200 yards, poured a heavy fire of grape into
the to,Y11. The enemy during all this time kept np a d estructive fire upon our troops.
About half-past 3 o'clock, the 6-pounder was run up within 60 yards of the church,
and after ten rounds, one of the boles which had been cut with the axes widened
into a practicable breach. The gun was now run up within 10 yards of the wall.
A shell was thrown in, three rounds of grape were poured into the breach. The
storming partt, among whom were Lieut. Dyer, of the Ordnance, and Lieu ts. Wilson
and Taylor, Frrst Dragoons, entered and took possession of the church without opposition: The interior was filled with dense smoke, but for which circumstances our
stormrng party would have sn:ffered great loss. A few of the enemy were seen in the
g allery wh re an open door admitted the air, but they retired without firing a gnu.
Th _troop left to upport the battery on the north were now ordered to charge on
th at 1de. The enemy abandoned the western portion of the town. Many took
refuge in the large hou es on the ea t, while others endeavored to escape towards the
monnt3:in . Th 1\.8 lat~r were pur ued by the mounted men under Capts. Slack and
~-'ram who lolled fifty-one_ of them, only two or three escaping. It was now
ru h , and 1u troops were quietly quartered in the houses which the enemv had
aba11cloned. On the next morning the enemy sued for peace, and thinking the
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severe loss they had sustained would prove~ salutary lesson! granted their ~upp~ic~
tion on the condition that they should deliver up to me Toma,s, one of their pnuc1pal ~1en, who had instigated and been actively engaged in the mnrde_r of Governor
Bent and others. The number of the enemy at the battle of Pueblo de Taos was between six and seven hundred. Of these about one hundred and fifty were killed;
wounded not known. Our own loss was seven killed and forty-five· wounded. Many
of the wdunded have since died.
·

. In the battles of Canada, Embudo, and Pueblo de Taos the officers and men behaved admirably. Where all conducted themselves gallantly I consider it improper
to distinguish indviduals_, as such discrimination might operate prejudicially against
the just claims of others.
1 I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ST~RLING PRICE,
Colonel, Commanding the .Arniy in New Mexico.
·
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY,
Washington, D. C.

D"oN FERNANDO DE TAOS, N. MEX., February 16, 1847.
COLONEL: I have the honor herewith to transmit the monthly return of the late
Capt. I. H.K. Burgwin's company (G, First Dragoons) for the month of January, 1847.
I have signed the return myself, and in order to explain it beg leave to submit the
following statement:
On 23d January Capt. Burgwin marched with his company from Albuquerque, a
town on the Rio Grande, 70 miles distant from Santa Fe, to join Col. Price. He
reached the latter place on the 26th January. On 28th he joined Col. Price with his
company at a town on the Rio Arriba, 35 miles from Santa Fe, in the direction of Taos.
On the 29th he was sent forward in command of a detachment made up of his own
company and about 100 volunteers to drive the enemy from a stronghold in a mountain pass near a town called Embudo. Early in the day Capt. Burgwin found the
enemy posted on the heights, in the ravines, and behind all trees and rocks where
shelter could be found. The enemy numbered about 500, consisting of Mexicans and
Pueblo Indians. Capt. Burgwin at once engaged the enemy by ordering Capt. St.
Vrain's company of citizens and mountain men to dismount and skirmish on the len
of the road. At the same time I was ordered to throw out the dragoons on the right
and left. The action lasted about two and one-half hours. The enemy was put to
flight with considerable loss, and was pursued more than 2 miles from bill to. hill,
through the ravines, and was completely routed and driven beyond the town of Ernbudo, of which Capt. Burgwin took possession and in which bis 1;ommand camped
on the night of the 29th. In this engagement Capt. Burgwin lost 1 man killed and
1 wounded. The enemy lost, so far as could be ascertained, about 20 killed and
60 wounded.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
RUFUS INGALLS,

Second Lieutenant, Ffrst Dragoons.
Lieut. Col. c. WHARTON,
Commanding First Dragoons, Fort Lea1,enworth, Mo.

A true copy.
H. W. STANTON,
Second Lieutenant, First Dragoons, Post .Adjutant.
No further record of service has been found.
The Paymaster-General and the Second Auditor have reported no record of payment to the company.
The subject of the payment of the company has been several times before Congress,
but without favorable results.
_In January, 1887, Hon. Antonio Joseph, Delegate to Congress from the Territory
of New Mexico, left in the Adjutant-General's Office two copies of rolls which purport to be certified copies of the original muster rolls of St. Vrain's company; and
late~ he referred to the same office statements of various persons (including an affidavit of Gen. Rufus Ingalls) relative to the service rendered by the company, for the
purpose of establishing a claim for recognition.
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The .following is a copy of.Gen. Ingalls's affidavit:

NEW YORK, l,ecembe1· 27, 1887.
Esq.,
Las Cnwes, N. Mex.
SIR: I have t-he honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant.
with inclosures, in relation to St. Vrain's Company of Independent Volunteers that
served during the Mexican war. You ask me to see if I can identify that company.
I can answer unhesitatingly that I can make oath, or certify on honor as an officer,
to its identity and actual service, and am reapy and willing to do so. Gen. Kea-rne:v,
after entering New Mexico with his army in 1846, caused the inhabitantstotakethe
oath of allegiance, though the country formed a portion of Mexico until the treaty
of 1848. In January, 1847, a revolution or insurrection broke out suddenly in the
Taos district. Most of the civil officers, Gov. Bent, etc., were killed, aml the insurgents marched on to Sante Fe with a large mixed force of Mexicans and Pueblo
Indians.
Gen. Sterling Price, who was in commaud at Santa Fe, did not await an attack on
the city, but concentrated all the forces under him and marched out to meet t.hem.
He mustered St. Vrain's company into service. It was mostly composed of "mountain men," as they were ca,l led, men of experience and great daring. They furnished
their own horses, equipment,;, and arms, and were emolled (no doubt) on the 23rd
of January, 1847. 'l'hey made very perfect irregular cavalry. Price met the insurgents 25 miles from Santa Fe, at Canada, and put them to rout. St. Vrain's company performed gallant service in this engagement. They were pursued through
the canon of Embudo by a detachment under Ca.p t. Burgwin, of the First U.S.
Dragoons, made up of his company, G, First Dragoons, Capt . .Angney's battalion of
Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and Capt. St. Vrain's "mountain men." The conilict
in the defile was short, but decisive, and the victory complete. The company of St.
, Vrain led the charge. I saw Private Papin of that company shot through the body,
dead on the field. The detachment rejoined the main body and pursued the insurgents over the Taos Mountains to their last stand fo the Pueblo de Taos, where they
were fought on the 3rd and 4th of February, 1847.
St. Vrain's company was posted in the gorge of the mountain in rear of the Pueblos,
and when the insurgents were driven out by Price's troo1>s by a charge in front this
company cut down and killed over fifty of the flying enemy. This ended the conflict. During the night the survivors gathered in the plaza and surrendered at daylight next morning. Thus the campaign was closed, and Capt. St. Vrain.marchedbis
company back to Santa Fe, where it was mustered out. I was personally acquainted
with St. Vrain, Folger, and others,
During the period covered by the foregoing, I was a second lieutenant, First U.S.
Dragoons.
The inclosures are here-with returned.
Very respectfully,
HENRY

J.

CUNIFFE,

RUFUS INGALLS,

Brevet Major-General, U.S. Army.
Personally appeared, this 25th day of February, .A. D. 1887, before me, a notary
public, Gen. Rufus Ingalls, U. S . .Army, to me personally known, and made oath that
the foregoing statements as to the services of Capt. Ceran St. Vrain's company,
Mollllted Volunteers, are correct and true.
JOHN J. MCAULIFFE,

Notary Public, New York County, No. £0.
No action appears to have been taken on the papers above refo:rred to.·
On February 8, 1891, Hon. Antonio Joseph submitted to this Department a letter
from Mr. _William B. Rohmann, of Mora,, N. Mex., relative to the pension claim of
Mrs. Mana Ann Rohmann-whose husband had been a member of St. Vrain's company-wh_ich had been rejected on the ground that the company to which the soldier
bel?nged 1 not recognized by the War Department as having been mustered into the
Tmt d tates service. The ca e was submitted by Mr. Jose1)h for decision as to
wh ther qst) the company can be recognized by this Department as having been
prop rly m the military ervice of the TTnited tate , and (2d) if so r ecognized,
wheth r the ac ·ompau j ing copies of rolls can be accepted by th~ Department and
rl;l ·e<l on th -file as the official muster rolls of the company.
F bruary 2 , 1 91, the pap rs in the case were referred to the .Acting Judge .Advocate- ' neral, "with request for his opinion as to the action proper to be taken in
thlB case"
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They were returned May 14, 1891, indorsed by that officer as· :ollows:
·
"It not being show n that there was any authority for enlisting and mustering th\
within company (Capt. St. Vrain's company of New Mexico Mounted Volunteers,
Mexican war) into the service at the time and by the officers mentioned within, 1
do not think the evid en ce herewith sufficient to entitle the men to recognition by
this Department as havin g been properly in the military service of the United States ..
"The accompanyin g copies of rolls purport to be copies of originals on file at the
capital of New Mexico. When a company of volunteers is mustered in it is proper
to make out all rolls in duplicate and file one with the proper officer of the State
furnishing the t roops an d the other in the War Department. If either shonld be
lost or destroyed it would be proper to file and use in lieu of it a copy of the other
duplicate original, properly certified by the custodian thereof to be a correct copy.
And, therefore, if it sho uld be ascert:dned that St. Vrain's company was lega,lly in
the military ser vice of t he United States and that the rolls that should have been
filed in this Department were lost in transitu or were received here and have been
lost or mislaid since, it w ould be proper to accept these certified copies and file and
use them as r ecords of t he Department."
May 15, 1891, t he Assistant Secretary of War, having personally reviewed the
case, decided th at t h e D ep artment can not recognize these men as having been regularly mustered into t he United States service or as having been actually in that
service.
On May 19, 1891, H on. Mr. Joseph was advised by letter of the decision of the
Department . .
On the 15th of J an uary, 1892, Mr. Joseph again submitted the case and requested, ·
in view of the r eport of Col. Price showing the service performed by this company, '
that the questi on of its r ecognition as having been properly in the military service
of the United States be reconsidered.
In response t o th is last request the Secretary of War addressed Mr. Joseph in a
letter, of which t he following is a copy:
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington Cit!J, January 20, 1892.
Hon. ANTONIO JOSEPH,
HoU,se of Representatives, City:
SIR: In complian ce w ith your oral request of the 14th instant, I have the -honor
to inform you t h at I h ave carefully reviewed the record and evidence submitted in
the matter of Capt. St. Vrain's company of New Mexico Volunteers in the Mexican
war. I regret to say that, as a result of my st1J,dy of the case and the opinion of
the acting judge-advocate-general thereon, I find myself without the authority of
la,w to afford t hat relief to which I know the members of this company are equitably
entitled, and t o grant which wonld h ave given me a personal pleasure.
'l'liere is no qu estion as t o the substautial facts in this case, or that the men of Capt.
St. Vrain's company p erformed valuable military service in connection with other
organizations that were reg ularly mustered into the service of the United State8, but
there is nothing t o show that the officer who accepted their services had any authority
for so doing. Consequ ently there could have been no legal muster-in of these men,
and if this Depar t ment w er e now to make a record to show that there was such a
muster-in, which is ab solutely essential to their recognition as h aving been in the
military service, this r ecord woul<l. Le erroneous and contrary to the fact.
It is proper to add that this case has been heretofore thoroughly investigated by
this Depa,r t ment an d the c.ouclusion reached was the same as that to which my own
investigation h as l ed m e. I am satisfied that the only source of relief for these deserving men is in special legislation by Congress, and I would suggest that you prepare
and introduce a bill h aving that end in view. rt is needless to say that such a bill
will meet with my h earty approval.
Very respectfully,

S. B. ELKINS,
Secretary of War.
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Roster of Capt. Ceran St. Vrain'a Cornpany, New Mexico Mounted Volunteer,.

Ceran St. Vrain, captain.
Chas. Met calf, first lieutenant.
Geo. Peacock, second lieutenant.
H~ N. Smith, first sergeant.
Robt. Cary, second sergeant.
Ienard w·. Folger, third sergeant,
Richard B. Dolan, fomth sergeant.
Edward Chadwick, first corporal,
Jarnes H. Quinn, second corporal.
J. R. Tulles, third corporal.
Preston Beck, fourth corporal,
Chas. Autibes, private.
Thos. Autibes, private.
Lorenzo Atkins, private.
Pedro Anay, private.
Julio Armenta, private.
Thos. Biggs, private.
Vidal Bergeron, private.
Henry Cuniffe, private.
Manuel Chaves, private.
Batiste Chalifoux, private.
Andrew Constance, private.
Antonio Conoyes, private.
Richard Campbell, private.
Geo. H. Crosby, private.
Wm. Dirring, private.
Lorenzo DeForest, private.
Beuj amin D ay, private.
Edw. T. Davis, private.
Julio Esquibel, private.
Rafael Esquibel, private.
Geo. H. Fuller, private.
Herman Grolmau, prinl t e.
J as. M. Giddings, privat e.

Geo. Gould, private.
0. H. Hovey, private.
Jno. J. Harper, private.
Caleb I. Hamilton, private.
Franklin K. Howlet, private.
Peter Joseph, private.
·
Chas. Leroux, private.
Bena! Leroux, private.
Jas. W. McGuire,private.
- - Mitchell, private.
Wm. G. Morgan, private.
Joseph Nangle, private.
Henry Nangle, private.
Nicolas Pino, private.
- - - Papin, private.
Joseph Pomeroy, private.
Joseph Pley, private.
J as. Powers, private.
Jno. W. Randal, private.
0. R. Rhoman, private.
Robt. Robbins, private.
Wm. Rankins, private.
C. Robidoux, private.
Edw. Rollins, private.
Antonio Sandoval, private.
Batiste Sabourain, private.
Michael Sanford, private.
Anthony Thomas, private.
Chas. Town, private.
E. I. Vaughn, private.
I. Va1lant, private.
Walter White, private.
T. D. Wharton, private.
Jas. Wheeler, private.

Respectfully submitted.

The

SECRETARY OF

F. C. AINSWORTH,
Major and Surgeon, U. S• .J.rmy.

WAR.
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